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Research Title: Use of child safety restraints in cars: the 2012 national observation survey

Abstract: The survey described here is a national observational survey of the use of child safety
restraints in private cars, in Israel. This report presents the findings of the survey carried out in the
year 2012, including its comparison with findings of the previous surveys, carried out in 2002-2011.
The survey took place in December, before and during the Chanuka week. The survey took place at 63
observation sites distributed throughout the country, and included a sample of 2,180 cars with 3,730
children aged 0-15.

According to findings of the 2012 survey, in total, 12% of children aged 0-15 are transported in front
car seats, including 45% of infants (up to 1 year), 6% of toddlers aged 1-4, 3% of children aged 5-9
and 28% of those aged 10-15. In 2012 versus 2011, an undesired change was observed in the place of
children transportation in cars - an increase in the percentage of children aged 1-4 travelling in front
seats, where injury studies indicate that back seats are safer for children transportation. At the same
time, in 2012 also a positive sign was observed in this behavior - a decrease in the percentage of
children aged 5-9, 10-15 and, in total, those aged 0-15 which are transported in front car seats and a
decreasing trend in the percentage of infants which are transported in front car seats. Over the years
2003-2012 versus 2002, an improvement - a decreasing trend in the percentage of children travelling
in front seats was observed in the age groups of infants, toddlers, and, in total, children aged 0-15,
where in the age groups of 5-9, 10-15 increasing trends were observed indicating an unsafe change.

In 2012, among the general population of children aged 0-15, 60% were properly restrained, 33%
improperly restrained and 7% not restrained at all. According to the age groups, were restrained
properly: 53% of infants, 75% of toddlers (aged 1-4), 42% of children aged 5-9 and 64% of those aged
10-15. Conversely, completely unrestrained were: 2% of infants, 3% of toddlers, 7% of ages 5-9 and
13% of ages 10-15.

In 2012 versus 2011, positive trends were observed in the habits of use of child safety restraints in
cars: an increase in the percentage of children which were restrained properly and a decrease in the
percentages of those completely unrestrained, in all the age groups except for infants. Similarly, in a
long-term consideration of changes over the years 2003-2012 versus 2002, positive trends were found:
in the percentage of children properly restrained significant increasing trends were observed in all the
age groups, except for ages 10-15 for which the improvement was not significant; in the percentage of
those completely unrestrained, significant reduction trends were observed among all the age groups.

It was found in the 2012 survey that the way of using children safety restraints is better in urban than
in rural trips, in the centre and south-Jerusalem areas of the country versus the north, in a car where
the driver is belted versus the opposite case, when the driver and passengers are associated with the
secular sector versus the religious sector, among children from Jewish and mixed-populated towns
versus those from Arab towns, and where the driver is aware of the law on obligatory use of child
safety restraints in cars. Both among children and parents, the most frequent explanations on the lack
of use of safety seats/boosters were: because "the child is already big/does not need (a booster) at this
age" and because the use is "not comfortable".

To sum up, recent trends in the use of child safety restraints in cars in Israel were positive, indicating
an improvement, mostly in 2012, where the changes in the place of children transported in cars were
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mixed. Yet, the level of using those devices is not high in Israel compared to the advanced countries.
A continuation of intervention activities is required in order to strengthen the positive trends observed
in 2012.
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